Academic degrees
a) D.Sc. in legal history István Sándor, an associate professor of the Department of Roman Law and Comparative Legal History at Eötvös Lóránd University in Budapest, received the postdoctoral academic degree of Doctor of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. D.Sc. is the abbreviation of this title in Hungary. His public defense was held in the headquarters of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences on 19 th December 2018. The title of his thesis was "A vagyonvédelem jogi eszközeinek legújabb nemzetközi tendenciái" [The newest international tendencies of the property protection legal instruments]. He analysed the institution of the legal trust in numerous countries. It is a current research topic in Máté Pétervári Hungary 1 , because the trust is a new institution in the Hungarian Civil Code of 2013. Professor Sándor is not a classic legal historian. He also researches effective civil law. But an important chapter of his thesis was the presentation of the trust's international history with special regard to practices in various states of the United States and in England. 2 b) Habilitation in legal history György Képes, the senior lecturer of the Department of the History of Hungarian State and Law at Eötvös Lóránd University Budapest, held his habilitation lectures in Debrecen on 6 th November, 2018. Based on his research into Scandinavian Constitutional History, he spoke first to the students about the royal law of 1665 as the written Constitution of the Danish Absolute Monarchy. 3 The topic of the second lecture, which was presented to members of the expert public, was the formation of the head of state's authorities in the period of the Hungarian provisional arrangements. Based on the favorable votes of the jury (professors Béla Szabó, professor, Elemér Balogh, professor, István Stipta, professor, Attila Horváth, and professor Zoltán Szente) He invited recognized researchers in the given subject to write the individual chapters. This work was the product of a cooperative effort among Hungarian and Transylvanian historians and legal historians with the support of the Hungarian Ministry of Justice. The volume remedies a great deficiency because a thorough and detailed modern presentation of Transylvanian legal history was missing in Hungarian academic literature.
Prof. Mária Homoki-Nagy, the head of the Department of Hungarian Legal History at the University of Szeged, wrote a monograph about the testaments of the villeins in Szentes between 1779 and 1849. 11 Szentes was an oppidum town in southeastern Hungary during this timeframe. The author examined the testaments from the viewpoint of legal history and legal ethnography, therefore the book was published as the 5 th volume of the Legal Culture-historical and Legal Ethnographical Book Collection. This series is produced by the Tárkány Szűcs Ernő Legal Culture-historical and Legal Ethnographical Research Group. Mária Homoki-Nagy analysed the appearance of the legal institutions pertinent to inheritance in the testaments, wherein she demonstrates the functioning of customary law in the life of the folk on the Great Hungarian Plain (Alföld).
Prof. Barna Mezey, the head of Department of the History of Hungarian State and Law at Eötvös Lóránd University in Budapest, published a monograph about European and Hungarian penitentiary law. 12 The volume is a synthesis and a summary of several decades of the author's work. He examined mainly the influence of penitentiary laws of numerous other European countries on Hungarian regulations of the 19 th century.
Under the leadership of Ferenc Deák, the outstanding Hungarian statesman in Reform Era who was the dominant figure of the codification of the penal law and the commercial law, and later the Hungarian leader of the tying the Austro-Hungarian Compromise, the Hungarian Royal Ministry of Justice was established in accordance with Act 3 of 1848, but the functioning of the Ministry ceased in 1849 after the defeat in the Hungarian War of Independence. It was reshuffled after the Austro-Hungarian Compromise in 1867, and the new organ was a very effective actor in Hungarian legal codification until the onset of World War II. Several great Ministers of Justice were appointed from Hungary. But a detailed examination of the history of the Ministry of Justice was missing from the writings in legal history. Tamás Antal, who is an associate professor of the Department of European Legal History at the University of Szeged produced this work on the basis of archival material with the support of the Ministry of Justice in 2018. 13 . Fejezetek a polgári kor évtizedeiből [The History of the Ministry of Justice . Chapters from the Decades of Bourgeois Era], Budapest 2018.
Gábor Rokolya is a civil law notary in Budapest, who dealt with the history of the Hungarian civil law notaryship 14 on the basis of archival material. 15 He published two books in 2018. The first book was a second, revised edition of his dissertation in deluxe binding. 16 The other book recounted the work of István Gidófalvy, who was Royal Civil Notary in Szászrégen (Reghin), and in Kolozsvár (Cluj) from 1895 17 , which cities were situated in Transylvania. The Transylvanian royal civil law notary worked at the turn of the 19 th and 20 th centuries, and was the supporter and founder of numerous communal mutual loan societies. The first chapter of the book contains Rokolya's account of Gidófalvy's life. The next chapters include a selection of Gidófalvy's publications and interesting stories from the office of the royal civil notary by Rózsika Czecz, who was the cousin of Gidófalvy's wife.
In 2018, the Hungarian Society of Jurists (Magyar Jogász Egylet) published a collection of the Ministry of Justice documents about the Novel of 1977, which modified the Civil Code of 1959. The introductory study was written by Péter Nagy, who is an assistant lecturer in the Department of Legal History, Legal Theory, and Canon Law at Károli Gáspár University in Budapest. 18 Finally, the Department of Roman Law and Comparative Legal History at Eötvös Lóránd University in Budapest issued the 4 th edition of a textbook about comparative legal history for law students. 19
Collections of essays and conferences
Hungary commemorated the 150 th anniversary of the Austro-Hungarian Compromise in 2017, therefore Eötvös Lóránd University and the Hungarian Academy of Science organized a conference in March 2017. The volume of the conference was published with 14 The Hungarian civil law notaries appeared first in Hungary in the era of neoabsolutism (1851-1860), but this period was ruled by the unifying efforts of Habsburg in the Empire, therefore the notaryship was ceased in 1860. The Hungarian National Assembly passed Act concerning Hungarian Civil Law Notaries in 1874. Their authorities were the drafting of legal documents and testaments. 15 20 , two papers analysing the Hungarian codification of penal law 21 , and works by two authors examining the Compromise and its antecedents from the viewpoint of two Hungarian statesmen, Ferenc Deák and István Széchenyi. 22 Beyond this, Assoc. Prof. Gábor Béli presented the influence of the Quadripartitum, which was a modification of the Tripartitum from the 16 th century, the Dualism 23 , Károly Kisteleki wrote about Hungarian citizenship law 24 , and Prof. István Szabó illustrated the demise of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. 25 The record of proceedings of the 7 th Conference on Legal History in Szeged was published with 16 studies in 2018. 26 It is an international volume of essays, including 10 authors from Hungary, four researchers from Poland, and one each from Croatia and Belgium.
Prof. Barna Mezey, who works for Eötvös Lóránd University, was the Dean of the Law Faculty and the Rector of the university. His research topic is mainly the history of penal law. In 2018 Mezey's colleagues celebrated the 65 th anniversary of his birth by producing a volume of studies. 27 The book contains 35 papers from Mezey's admirers, which were edited by assistant lecturer Gergely Gosztonyi, and Prof. T. Mihály Révész. Another volume of studies was also published by Eötvös Lóránd University which in-cludes legal-historical papers produced by its own students, as well as by some from the University of Zagreb. 28 This book is a result of the second Croatian-Hungarian Legal History Summer School in Zagreb in 2017.
Research into judicial history was very active in 2017, but the topic was less popular in 2018, although members of the Department of Legal History in Debrecen elaborated the history of one town's jurisdiction in this year too. The judicial history of Hajdúböszörmény was examined by the cooperation of archivists, legal historians, and the custodian of the Hajdúsági Museum in Hajdúböszörmény. Two legal historians from Debrecen participated in the work: Judit Balogh 29 and Zoltán Megyeri-Pálffi 30 , who was also the editor of the book.
A ten-member research group, which examined the history of professions in public administration and jurisdiction, carried on its work in cooperation with the National University of Public Service, and the Department of Hungarian Legal History of the University of Szeged. The researchers published the new studies in the journal of the Faculty of Law of the University of Szeged. 31 
Máté Pétervári
The collection of essays entitled "A jogtörténet új forrásai: Jogi Kultúrtörténeti és Jogi Néprajzi Digitális Adattár" [New sources of legal history research: Digital Database of Folk Law (DDFL)] was published as the 8 th volume of the Legal Culture-historical and Legal Ethnographical Book Collection. It was the final volume of the Tárkány Szűcs Ernő Legal Culture-historical and Legal Ethnographical Research Group, which was formed in 2011, and it coordinated the works of 29 researchers. The volume contains three studies by legal historians. 32 Act 17 of 1867 endowed the Jewish citizens Hungary with equal rights. On the occasion of the 150 th anniversary of this act, an academic conference was organized by the University of Szeged, the Jewish Religious Community of Szeged, and the Jewish Cultural Association of Hungary on 27 November 2017. In 2018, the volume of essays of this conference was published with eight studies. 33 
